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COX, Graham Alfred (known as George)                                                                  
 

Sergeant, 22782527   

1
st

 The Queen's Dragoon Guards  
Attached to the Parachute Squadron,  
Royal Armoured Corps  
Place of Birth: Islington 
Died of his Wounds  
Date of Death: Sunday 17th October 1971 
Cemetery: Tidworth Military 
Commemorated: Haverhill  
& The National Arboretum 
                         
Graham Alfred Cox born on 28 August, 
1936 in Highgate Hill, Islington, was the son 
of George and Linda Cox, an older brother to 
Margaret and known as George to his family 
and friends. 
 
In 1952, Graham joined the newly formed 
Boys Squadron, Royal Armoured Corps, at 
Bovington Camp, Dorset. Age entry was set 
at 15 years and the boys were trained to take 
their place as crewmen in the Regiments of 
the Royal Armoured Corps once they 
reached the age of 18. The boys were trained 
in wireless, driving and vehicle maintenance 
and gunnery.  
 
On completion of his training with the Boys 

Squadron, Graham transferred to the 1st 

Kings Dragoons Guards which in 1959 

became 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards. 

Soon after joining his Regiment, Graham was 

posted overseas. In 1956 he was stationed in 

Malaya when he was able to spend Christmas 

in Singapore. It appears that he spend the next 

two years in the Far East as he was in 

Seremban, Malaysia in 1958. Shortly after this, 

however, he was on the move as the Dragoon 

Guards were posted to Aden. 

(photo left Graham in Malaysia 1956) 



Haverhill Roll of Honour (Northern Ireland) 

Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group –  Graham Alfred (George) Cox 

Whilst in  Aden Graham met Sheila Greenhow, whose father was stationed there with the 

RAF. They were married in Aden in October, 1959. On their return to the UK the following 

year they were soon on the move again with a posting to Germany.  

Graham became a member of the Parachute Squadron. 

Training was intense and in order to ‘keep his wings’ he had to 

complete a quota of jumps each year. (The wings Graham 

earned to wear on his uniform sleeve are pictured right.) 

Graham was also given the opportunity to do freefall, 

and spent September and October 1965 at a French 

training camp based at Pau along with service 

personnel from other countries. On completion of this 

course he was awarded the silver wings that he wore 

on his uniform jacket. (see main photo) He was 

enthusiastic about all the opportunities he was given, 

enjoying being able to ski amongst other things.  

After their tour in Germany, Graham and his family 

returned to England making a married quarter at 

Tidworth, Hampshire their home. While there, Sgt Cox 

completed two tours in Northern Ireland before being 

deployed for a third tour of duty in 1971 during 

Operation Banner.  

 

On 15th October, 1971, Sgt 

Graham Cox of 1st The 

Queen’s Dragoon Guards and 

attached  to the Parachute 

Squadron, Royal Armoured 

Corps, was on patrol in a 

Ferret Armoured Scout Car in 

the Oldpark Road in Belfast. 

An IRA sniper’s bullet pierced 

the armoured turret striking 

Sgt Cox, a Roman Catholic 

himself.  

 

Graham’s wife, Sheila, was 

woken in the middle of the 
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night by a Commanding Officer who was accompanied by his wife.  

She knew the moment she saw them both that she was to receive bad news. Hasty 

arrangements were made to take care of the children and Sheila was rushed to Belfast to 

be with her husband. She was by his side when he died of his wounds on the 17th October, 

two days after the attack and just two days before his 12th Wedding anniversary.  

 

Sgt Cox, aged 35 years, left a widow and three young sons 

under the age of eleven. He was buried with full Military 

Honours in Tidworth Military Cemetery near to where his 

family were living at the time.  

Eventually Sheila and her children had to leave their 

married quarter in Tidworth. Not only did they lose their 

family home they also lost the support of the ‘Army family’ 

which had been so important as they tried to rebuild their 

lives. They settled in Haverhill and with help from the local 

branch of the Royal British Legion, the Northern Ireland 

Memorial Stone remembering Sgt Graham Cox with 

honour was laid close to the War Memorial Cross in 

Haverhill Cemetery. 

 

 

In 2011, on the 40th anniversary of his death 

the family visited Tidworth Military 

Cemetery and were touched to find that, after 

so long, Graham  had not been 

forgotten by a friend and fellow soldier from 

his Regiment who had placed a poppy cross 

on his grave. 

Amongst the items that the family hold dear 

to them are Graham’s hard earned wings, 

including his French Para Wings, his medals 

and a scroll signed by the Queen. 
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UK forces are allowed to wear the French Para wings over 

their right breast pocket if they have completed a jump with 

French equipment. Graham wore these with pride.  

 

Sgt Graham Cox is remembered with 

honour on the Northern Ireland Memorial 

(Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces) 

in Aldershot and also on the memorial stone 

in Haverhill Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

On 3rd June 2017 Graham’s 

widow, Sheila was invited to unveil 

a new memorial for the Parachute 

Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps, 

in the National Arboretum. In 

addition a tree was planted in 

Graham’s memory. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With sincere thanks to Sheila Cox and family for providing information and photos for this tribute.  


